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GETTING STARTED: 

Overview 

The MD IDEA Scorecard provides a variety of reports that serve as monitoring 

tools for the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators using data from the Special 

Services Information System (SSIS) and other data collected by the Maryland 

Division of Accountability and Assessment. The reports will assist local school 

systems with determining progress toward the SPP targets, evaluating the efforts 

implemented to improve SPP indicator outcomes, and analyzing data for 

improvement of student achievement.  In addition, Analytics Studio allows the 

user to analyze the data through a custom design. 

Once you log in using the User ID and Password assigned by MSDE and CTE, you 

will be taken to your district’s Indicator Portal Page. From this page, you have 

access to all Scorecard components, which includes selected SPP indicators, 

monitoring reports for selected SPP indicators and Analysis Studio. 

The MD IDEA Scorecard operates in the Cognos business intelligence framework.  

It is important for MD IDEA Scorecard users to familiarize themselves with three 

key Cognos framework items found on the Indicator’s Portal Page before using 

the application. 

 SPP Metrics Package – The SPP Metrics Package runs in Cognos Metric 

Studio.  Each SPP indicator is a Metric.  Certain Metrics impact other 

Metrics (e.g. county level indicators impact the MSDE statewide 

indicator).  Each Metric can be viewed in a Scorecard.  A Scorecard 

displays the measures that are compared to the state target for each 

indicator. Scorecards for MSDE and for all counties are available to all 

users.  For Part B SPP Indicators 1, 2, 3C, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10 data displayed in 

SPP Metric Studio scorecards mirrors the static data available at the MD 

IDEA Report public SPP website (http://mdideareport.org).  The Cognos 

business intelligence framework makes it easy for users to see at a glance 

performance on indicator Metrics and trends across annual reporting 

periods.   

 Indicators Reports – Certain SPP indicators lend themselves to monitoring 

progress as data is collected throughout an annual SPP reporting period.  

As SSIS data is collected (as often as nightly for MD Online IEP LSS’s) the 

data that is available to the SPP Indicator Reports results for the current 

school year in MD IDEA Scorecard will build over time.  Indicators Reports 

are available for Part B SPP Indicators 1, 2, 3C, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13. 

 Watch List – Allows user to choose Metric Scorecards to view whether 

targets were met and compares them to previous year’s results.  

Analysis Studio can be accessed through a dropdown list on the Indicator’s 

Portal Page. 

http://mdideareport.org/
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Logging In 

1. Internet Explorer (version 6 or higher) is the preferred internet browser for 

MD IDEA Scorecard.  If using IE 8, be sure to choose the Compatibility 

View button next to the address bar.   Navigate to 

http://www.mdideascorecard.org.  Next click on the middle button to 

access the MD IDEA Scorecard application. 

                                         

2. The Log on screen at https://www.mdideascorecard.org/cognos8 will 

prompt you for a User ID and Password.   

3. Enter your assigned User ID and Password. The password is case sensitive. 

To complete the login process, click on the OK button or press Enter. 

INDICATORS PORTAL PAGE: 

Opening Screen  

1. After logging into MD IDEA Scorecard, the Indicators Portal Page tab will 

appear by default.  A user can return to Indicators Portal Page at any 

time during a session by clicking the (      ) Home button in the upper right 

hand corner of the page.  

 

 

http://www.mdideascorecard.org/
https://www.mdideascorecard.org/cognos8
https://www.mdideascorecard.org/cognos8
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EARLY WARNING ALERT SYSTEM 

EARLY WARNING ALERT SYSTEM 

The Early Warning Alert System is made of 5 pre-defined (canned) reports. These 

reports are:  

 Two reports detailing SPP Indicator 2 – Dropout  

o One report based on the Attendance File data and  

o One report based on the October Child Count data),  

 An attendance report detailing students with <80% attendance 

 An assessment report detailing students with Basic proficiency on prior 

assessments, and  

 A suspension report 

A. Navigating the Early Warning Alert canned reports 

A. To access the canned reports, from the MD IDEA Scorecard, the 

Indicators Portal Page, click on the Public Folders tab: 

 

B. To access the Early Warning System Reports, click on the Early 

Warning System Reports hyperlink next to the folder icon. 
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C. Once inside the folder, the five reports will be visible 

 

 

D. This tutorial will focus on two reports: Indicator 2 - Dropout – 

Attendance and Basic Proficiency on Prior Assessments reports. 

 

 

 

B. Navigating the Basic Proficiency on Prior Assessments report 

A. Click on the report name  

 

 

B. The assessment report is based on basic proficiency on AltMSA or 

MSA in prior 2 years. Choose a year. The report will run for the 2 

years prior.  

a. i.e. Choose 2007-2008 school year, report will show student 

scoring Basic in 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 school years on 

chosen assessments. 
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C. Next Select an LEA and a School. Once the LEA is selected the 

available schools list will populate. 

 

 
 

D. It is optional to add additional filters to the report including types of 

suspensions and special and/or general ed populations. 

 
 

E. Click Run Report to run the report 

 

F. Navigating Reports 
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a. The hourglass spinning indicates the report is running. 

 

b. Once the report is run, it will display within the screen. The 

assessment report provides data about students who scored 

Basic on the AltMSA or the MSA in the prior 2 years. 

 

 

c. From the report it is possible to drill down to more information 

about specific students. Click on the students Scorecard ID 

hyperlink to access the Student Details (Student Profile) 

screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Johns Hopkins University Center for Technology in Education and Maryland State Department of Education 2009  

Page 8 of 13 

d. The Student Details is two pages: 

Page One: contains information about a specific student 

including demographic information, years in school, 

attendance, and discipline data. 

 

 

*To navigate between pages, click the Top, Page Up, Page Down, and 

Bottom buttons in the lower left corner. 
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Page Two: contains information about the student’s special 

education profile, and assessment history. 

 

 

e. To return to the list of canned reports click the return arrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Johns Hopkins University Center for Technology in Education and Maryland State Department of Education 2009  

Page 10 of 13 

C. Navigating Indicator 2 – Special Ed Drop Out – Attendance report 

A. Click on the Indicator 2 – Special Ed Drop Out –Attendance 

hyperlink 

 

B. Choose the School Year or choose Select all to look at the data 

longitudinally. 

C. Choose the LEA by putting a check in the box next to the LEA 

name. 

 

D. Click Run Report to run the report 
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E. The graphical representations for the chosen filters will show up 

within the screen 

 

F. To access more detailed graphical representations of the data, 

click on any of the numbers (hyperlinks) in the table (number or 

rates). All links will provide the same graphs. 
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G. The graphical representations will show up in the screen. 

 

H. From this screen choose to filter by school  
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I. Or view the data disaggregated by disability and/or ethnicity 

 

J. To return to the list of canned reports click the return arrow. 

 

 


