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CASE STUDY

Brian (Elementary School: Learning Disabled)

Brian is an active fourth grade student with a learning disability who becomes easily frustrated with writing assignments.  Although he meets with great success on the basketball court and enjoys reading and sharing his thoughts and opinions during class discussions, he has difficulty with written expression and does not always finish his assignments. When he is given an assignment he will spend countless hours struggling to generate a paragraph.  It is not unusual that he writes and rewrites a sentence four to five times.  His papers usually have many words crossed out, dark eraser marks, or even holes.  Typically, he expresses embarrassment with his handwriting and the end product of his writing attempts. He appears disappointed even when he receives feedback from the teacher that he has attained a satisfactory standard. Brian has begun avoiding writing whenever possible and becomes very anxious during testing when he is required to compose a brief constructive written response.  When his teacher observed him wadding up a nearly completed assignment and throwing it in the trash, he decided to schedule a conference with the special educator to review accommodations noted on Brian’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  The following instructional/testing accommodations are listed on Brian’s IEP:

	Instructional / Testing Accommodations
	Purpose
	AT Tool Recommended

	Provide speech-to-text conversion. 
	Use voice as input device to dictate ideas into computer to support concepts and written expression activities.
	Dragon Naturally Speaking (DNS)

	Provide word processor

	Use word processing for notetaking, spell and grammar checking, writing paragraphs, essays, and reports.
	MS Word

	Use graphic organizer

	Use graphic organizer to arrange information into patterns, explore ideas, and manage notes for reports.
	Inspiration 


	Present Levels of Performance (Reading, Math, Communication, Social Skills, Motor Skills, etc.)

Reading: Vocabulary 2.0  Comprehension 1.0

Written Language:  poor written expression skills/often submits incomplete assignments/difficulty constructing complex sentences and paragraphs.
Math: Computation 4.0     Operations  3.5    Applications 3.0

	Goals for Future Growth

To develop skills in using learning strategies, graphic organizers, and technology to improve written expression.

	Strengths

Good oral communication skills

Motivated to improve writing competency

Strong math skills

Well-liked by peers

Sports

 
	Weaknesses

Becomes easily frustrated during writing assignments

Demonstrates fear of written tests.

	Learns Best

Small cooperative learning groups with clear goals and roles.  

	Instructional / Testing Accommodations
	Purpose
	AT Tool Recommended

	Provide speech-to-text conversion. 
	Use voice as input device to dictate ideas into computer to support concepts and written expression activities.
	Dragon Naturally Speaking (DNS)

	Provide word processor


	Use word processing for notetaking, spell and grammar checking, writing paragraphs, essays, and reports.
	MS Word

	Use graphic organizer


	Use graphic organizer to arrange information into patterns, explore ideas, and manage notes for reports.
	Inspiration 

	Motivation

Strongly motivated to succeed at school and in extra-curricular activities.
	Organization Strategies

Always well-prepared with homework, notebook, paper, pencils, pens, etc.

Math work is neat and legible. 

	Assessment

All word processor during written tests.
	Cautions

Check in before written assignments to help reduce anxiety.


[image: image1.wmf]
IEP Snapshot 
